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‘He was everyone’s biggest fan’
Sports legend
Lawrence Fan
memorialized
by loved ones,
SJSU athletics

By Eva Martin
STAFF WRITER

More than 100 San Jose State students, athletes,
coaches, alumni and staff gathered Saturday at
the CEFCU Stadium to honor Lawrence Fan, a
“legend” of the SJSU athletics program, who died
at 67 on Feb. 21.
Fan began his SJSU sports information career
for the athletic department in July 1980 and
in 2019 became associate athletic director for
football communications and special projects.
He worked in sports information and media

relations for SJSU until his death.
“This is a great university because it’s made up
of great people,” SJSU Interim President Steve Perez
said at the beginning of Fan’s celebration of life event.
“[Fan] lived his life, caring about people, making other
people’s lives better. “
Jeff Konya, SJSU athletic director, said Fan attended
501 consecutive SJSU football games and worked
with thousands of student-athletes, coaches and staff.
“[Fan] was a hall of famer in work, in life and in
how he treated people,” Konya said.

Friends, family and colleagues
of Lawrence Fan, former
SJSU sports information and
media relations director, stand
together on Saturday during his
celebration of life. Fan died at 67
on Feb. 21, 2022.
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ASSOCIATED STUDENTS

A.S. debates lead
way for elections
By Eva Martin & Jennifer Schildge
STAFF WRITERS
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Political science junior Sharanya Kumar (left) and nutritional science senior Nina Chuang
(right) deliver their platforms during the Associated Students board of directors debates in the
Student Union Monday. Both Kumar and Chuang are running for the A.S. president position.

The San Jose State Associated
Students Board of Directors
held a debate for its 2022-2023
student directors in the Student Union
on Monday.
Marco
Echeandia,
current
A.S. director of sustainability affairs,
said the debate was very different
from the previous two years which
were held online.
“[It was] a completely different
dynamic,” Echeandia said. “[It was]
palpable in the air, the pressure,”
Echeandia said.
The election process includes four
in-person events: elections kick off,
meet the candidates, the debates and

the election results party, according
to the A.S. elections 2022 calendar.
The voting period started Monday
after the candidate debates and will
run until 8 a.m. Thursday.
Students can vote through the
A.S elections voting app using their
SJSU login and there will also be
voting booths on campus outside Clark
Hall, on the 7th Street Plaza, and the
CV2 courtyard lawn.
The elected students will begin their
term June 1, 2022.
As of Monday, there are 17 students
currently running for A.S. positions,
five of whom are running unopposed.
At the debates each candidate had
a chance to give their opening statement,
DEBATES | Page 2
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Fan was the first Chinese
American inducted to the
College
Sports
Information
Directors of America hall of fame
in 2012.
Justin Allegri, SJSU broadcast
and digital media coordinator,
expressed his appreciation for
Fan, saying it was his first public
speaking without Fan in the back
of the audience.
“I’ve had the pleasure of speaking
at tons of events in front of
many people at my time here at
[SJSU],” Allegri said. “But this is
the first time I can’t lock eyes with
Lawrence in the back.”
Fan’s two younger siblings also
attended the event and said they
are proud of their older brother’s
accomplishments.
Stephen Fan, Fan’s younger
brother, shared memories of Fan’s
childhood involvement with sports.
“[Lawrence] Fan showed early
signs directing sports during
elementary school,” Fan said.
“The vice principal of the school
appointed him commissioner
of kickball.”
Lillian Chou, Fan’s younger
sister, said she grew closer with
her brother in 1980, when she
entered her freshman year at SJSU
and Fan began his athletic career at
the university.
Chou said when she asked Fan
about his retirement, he told her
he would be better off financially
retiring than continuing to work,
but despite this there was no
retirement in sight.
“[Fan] had a higher level
of responsibility to the people
he worked with: studentathletes, mentees, colleagues
and professional organizations,”
Chou said. “People may think that
[he] loved his job but the reality is

he loved the people.”
Stephen Fan said that it was an
honor to be called “the little brother
of Lawrence.”
Before each basketball game,
Fan
cooked
homemade
“Fan cakes” for the visiting media.
Brent Brennan, head football coach,
said he believes “there will never be
anyone like Fan again.”
“Just think about the concept
of Fan cakes, like who does that?”
Brennan said. “It’s just insane, and
also brilliant, brilliantly [Fan].”

[Fan] had a higher
level of responsibility
to the people
he worked with:
student-athletes,
mentees, colleagues,
and professional
organizations. People
may think that [he]
loved his job but the
reality is he loved
the people.
Lillian Chou

Fan’s sister

He said Fan was a “magical mix”
of humor, consistency, hard work
and love.
Marc Spears, ESPN senior writer
and SJSU alumus, said he asked Fan
for athlete interviews while writing
for the Spartan Daily during his
college years and continued to talk
to Fan when he entered the sports
writing field.
Spears said whenever he traveled
for work and mentioned he was
an SJSU alumus, people would ask,

A.S. 2022
candidates:
President
Nina Chuang – nutritional science senior
Sharanya Kumar – political science junior

Vice president
Ikaika Rapanot – philosophy junior
software engineering
Gunraj Singh – sophomore

Controller
Antonio Maldonaldo – finance junior

Business aﬀairs director
Dhyeykumar Nikalwala – graduate student

Co-curricular aﬀairs director
Ariana Lacson –

biomedical engineering
freshman

Taanishq Sethi – software engineering
freshman

Communications director
Parth Bagree – aerospace engineering
freshman
Milan Dudhatra – graduate student
Dillon Gadoury – business marketing junior

Intercultural aﬀairs director
political science and
Luis Aquino – philosophy junior
Udayveer Grewal –

civil engineering
freshman

Legislative aﬀairs director
Dominic Treseler –

political science
sophomore

Director of student
resources aﬀairs
Michael Chadwick – kinesiology freshman

Director of student rights
and responsibilities
Rushabh Sheta –

software engineering
graduate student

Director of sustainability
aﬀairs
computer engineering
Dhruv Varshney – freshman

“You know [Fan]? Have you ever
had Fan cakes?”
“He knew who he was and
the sports world respected him,”
Spears said.
Doug Vance, the College Sports
Information Directors of America
executive director, said Fan’s last
name was a representation of
whis character.
“He was everyone’s biggest
fan,” Vance said. “He worked over
500 consecutive games, he often
put in 80 hour work weeks, it’s
estimated to me that he made over
900 Fan cakes since he loaded the
first one in the oven.”
Everyone at the celebration
admired Fan’s SJSU sports history
knowledge, describing him as a
living “sports encyclopedia.”
“[Fan] was able to recite the last
40 years of football but also the
stats, the plays, the weather, the day,
the time in which the game took
place,” said John Poch, San Jose
Sports Authority executive director.
“And that was not just limited to
football. Pick a sport and he had a
story.”
Sierra Painter, SJSU alumna,
said she met Fan when she joined
the SJSU water polo team in
2015 and worked with him when
she joined the athletics department
in August 2021.
“He for sure knew more about
my water polo career than I do,”
Painter said. “He could rattle
off how many games I played,
how many goals I scored, and also
[roll in] another random fact just
for fun.”
Amy Villa, SJSU director of
athletics media relations, said she
was friends with Fan for 28 years.
“[Fan] was always a champion
for everyone else, taking pride in
joy and publicizing all the good
for student athletes, coaches, staff,
alums of [SJSU] and fellow
colleagues all over this great
country,” Villa said.
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followed by two questions for each title and
four questions for the president position,
mediated by the Spartan Daily.

President
Nina Chuang nutritional science senior
and current A.S. vice president, is one of the
two running candidates for A.S. president.
“As your next president, I will work on
three pillars: community, wellness and
representation,” she said.
She said she would advocate for more
resources for the Asian, Pacific Islander
and Desi American community and
continue advocacy for student success
centers and resources “that reflect the
diversity” of the SJSU campus.
To improve student wellness, she said
she’ll support increasing student mental
health and Title IX resources, and work
on wellness spending machines providing
medical kits and COVID sanitary products,
according to her A.S. election profile.
She said she wants to address systemic
racism with proactive community building
and continuous campus conversation.
Sharanya Kumar, political science junior
and current A.S. director of student rights
and responsibilities, is also running for
A.S. president.
“My objectives are communication,
collaboration and advocacy,” Kumar said.
She said she wants to improve
communication between administration
and the A.S. board, to collaborate with
on-campus organizations and make sure
the A.S. board members are representing
each individual student, according to her
A.S. election profile.
“Next semester is going to be a crazy
one with a lot more in-person learning,”
she said. “I want to make sure that every
single issue that we face is being advocated
for on behalf of every student, no matter the
differences that we have.”

Vice president
Philosophy junior Ikaika Rapanot is one
of the two candidates for the vice president
position. He hopes he can continue to
create a strong “tapestry of the culture” at
SJSU. He said he’s a driven, diligent and a
striving individual.
“I think it’s all about authenticity of
yourself and towards your position, and the
friendship that we can all bear together,”
Rapanot said. “Because I believe that
in community, we are stronger than we
are apart.”
Gunraj Singh, software engineering
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Lillian Chou, sister of Lawrence Fan, makes a speech at CEFCU
Stadium on Friday during Fan’s memorial with the SJSU community.

Mark Purdy, former Mercury
News sports columnist, said
he remembered when a sports
information job opened at UC
Berkeley in 1980s he told Fan,
who was a UC Berkeley alumnus.
Purdy said Fan replied, “Thank
you, I appreciate that, but my work
is not done here at [SJSU].”
Harry Edwards, renowned
activist-scholar
and
SJSU
student-athlete alumnus, said he
also admired Fan.
“He loved the institution he
worked for and I’m thoroughly
convinced that he was in love with
the people he served,” Edwards said.
“Krazy” George Henderson,
a
77-year-old
professional
cheerleader,
also
attended
Saturday and said three cheers

sophomore, is a lead dancer in
Spartan Bhangra and performed at Fire on
the Fountain event last year. If elected, he
said he’ll continue to advocate for student
interests, whether it’s academic or social.
“I feel to be open minded to everyone’s
opinion. . . This will not only help us
encapsulate the idea of inclusivity and help
being mindful by enabling us to think from
different perspectives,” Singh said.

Controller
Finance junior Antonio Maldonaldo
is running unopposed for the
controller position.
According to LinkedIn Business, the
controller position is responsible for the
accounting operations and financial health
of an organization.
The controller oversees $220,000 in
Recognized Student Organization funding
each year.
Maldonaldo said he believes having
focus groups or efficient ways to collect and
transfer data are important aspects of the
controller role.
“Working with a Director of Business
Affairs, I will be able to see what kind of
valuation to give it to the department and
see. . . what is worth and what is not worth
it for students,” Maldonaldo said.

Communications
Aerospace engineering freshman
Parth Bagree is one of the three candidates
running for A.S director of communications.
He said he believes social media is a
good resource to reach out to students for
promoting events.
“Posts will attract many students towards
these events and more people will become
aware of these events,” Bagree said.
Graduate student Milan Dudhatra said
he is running for the position to establish
himself at the university and to make a
difference on the board. He wants to build a
community where everyone is together even
if students are working online.
“We can make our own website, we can
fill out the section where each and every
club has their own page in which they can
upload their schedule throughout the year
or semester,” Dudhatra said.
Business
marketing
junior
Dillon Gadoury said as SJSU transitions
back into a fully in-person campus he
believes it’s important to communicate
effectively
between
the
student
body, faculty, City of San Jose and board
of directors.
“I’d love to have in-person tours, where
students can find out where to become
successful here at San Jose State University,”
Gadoury said.

thanking Fan for his support when
he became a San Jose Sport Hall
of Fame inductee in 2018.
Many attendees and speakers
said they believe “no one cared
more about SJSU sports and
athletes” than Fan.
“[Fan], if you’re up there, look
what you did today,” Purdy said.
“You brought all these people
together to honor you but also
to honor the place you love.”

Follow the Spartan Daily on
Twitter @SpartanDaily

Co-curricular affairs
Ariana Lacson, biomedical engineering
freshman, is one of the two candidates for
the co-curricular affairs position. She said
one of her goals is to help students create
genuine bonds with one another.
“I plan to increase the amount of
involvement and participation in this
community because even if we all have
our separate lives and separate goals,
I believe that in our hearts we will always be
Spartans,” Lacson said.
Taanishq Sethi, software engineering
freshman and international student from
India, is also running for the position.
He said he plans to focus on communicating
with students through SJSU emails,
social media and flyers around campus.
“I’m a kind of person who does not can
only tell you that okay, I will do this, but
I will prove it to you by doing the work,”
Sethi said.

Intercultural affairs
Luis Aquino, political science and
philosophy junior, is one of the two
candidates for A.S. director. He said he
is a Zapotec student, indigenous to
Oaxaca, Mexico, according to the 2022 A.S.
voting guide.
“I believe that identity is a really important
aspect to all of us as it contributes to the
community cultural wealth that we bring
into SJSU,” Aquino said.
He said campus success centers are
important resources he will be “honored”
to work with.
Civil engineering freshman Udayveer
Grewal said his own culture and religion of
Sikhism gave him insight on how to spread
awareness about his culture.
“I aim to use this experience in this job
so that I can continue to maintain a diverse
campus here,” Grewal said.
He said he would encourage students to
form clubs to represent their culture and
identity which would allow those in the
community to educate themselves about
different cultures.

Conclusion
Marketing junior Clarissa Buendia
said it was fun and informative to see
the candidates voicing their opinions on
various issues.
Buendia also said she’s excited to see how
each contender will campaign during the
rest of the week.
“I definitely do think that there will be
change next term no matter who wins,”
Buendia said.
Follow the Spartan Daily on
Twitter @SpartanDaily
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Participants of Saturday’s Beethoven Ball bow and curtsy as they prepare to waltz while the San Jose State University symphony plays classical Beethoven arrangements.

San Jose brings Beethoven to life
By Bojana Cvijic
STAFF WRITER

A crowd of more than 50 community
members gathered on Saturday at the
downtown San Jose Women’s Club for
an evening of dancing to Ludwig Van
Beethoven’s classical arrangements played
by the San Jose State symphony.
Attendees were transported back in time
and learned the history of Beethoven’s
music and Viennese dance along the way.
People arrived in varying displays of
costume from the Regency era, which took
place from 1811 to 1820, and brought

more magic and fun to the ball. The music
at the event included pieces that haven’t
been played in over 200 years, including
Beethoven’s “Twelve German Dances”
and minuets.
The costumes varied, with many dressing
up in regalia that was common at the time
along with some dresses inspired by the
wildly popular romance-drama Netflix
show, “Bridgerton.”
SJSU business senior Michaela Gundayao
was there for a dance assignment for
a beginners’ swing class but ended up
enjoying the event as the night went along.
“I had never danced the waltz physically

I had never danced the waltz physically before. I can hear
how [the music] sounds in my head but dancing to it is
completely different.
Michaela Gundayao
SJSU business senior

before,” she said. “I can hear how [the
music] sounds in my head but dancing to it
is completely different.”
The event was categorized into three
sets, each featuring Mountain View-based
dance troupe The Academy of Danse Libre,
performing waltzes and minuets of the
1700s. There was a workshop prior to the
event for people who wanted to learn the
dances more intensely.
Joan Walton, the dance mistress for the
event and SJSU dance professor, taught
various dances to the audience after
members of The Academy of Danse Libre
danced the waltz or minuet.
According to Dance in History, a minuet
is a French dance, the name also used to
describe the music it accompanies. The
minuet is commonly danced in ballrooms
where two people slowly and stately move
around. A waltz is a ballroom and folk
dance, performed in a closed position as
two dancers spin all around the dance floor.
“This is the first time I’ve done one
specifically for Beethoven, which took
some study and some choreography, which
was great [and] fun,” Walton said. “New
stuff is always fun.”
During the event, Buurman said
not many people know that Beethoven

created music not only for listening but
also dancing.
Saturday’s event is one of the several
ways Beethoven’s legacy is visible in
San Jose.
Erica Buurman, director of the Ira F.
Brilliant Center for Beethoven Studies at
the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Library
and School of Music and Dance associate
professor, oversees the largest collection of
Beethoven materials in the Americas.
“It started as a private collection, which
was donated to the university,” Buurman
said. “ Now it runs as a museum and
an archive for researchers and there’s
exhibitions that we put on and there’s also
events that we run, like this and concerts
and things like that.”
Music performance junior Natalie Bui,
who was part of the symphony, talked
about how enjoyable the event was.
“It makes performing easier in a sense
of like, people are enjoying what they’re
hearing,” Bui said. It almost makes me want
to also be a part of it as well rather than
being on the stage.”

Follow the Spartan Daily on Twitter
@SpartanDaily
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ILLUSTRATION BY NICK YBARRA

‘Maury’ ends epic 31-season run
The controversial show was entertaining, helmed by a true journalist and philanthropist
By Gio Gaxiola
STAFF WRITER

The dramatically delivered
line, “You . . . are not the
father!” by American TV
personality and broadcast
journalist Maury Povich has
been etched into the minds
of many millennials and
older Gen Z TV viewers
since talk show “Maury”
made its 1991 debut.
While I grew up loving
the show and still have a soft
spot for it, this is the right
time for it to come off the air.
On March 20, NBCUniversal announced the TV show
“Maury” will be ending after
30 seasons on the airwaves.
Povich, 83, said he was
ready for the show to end,
according to a March 22
Dateline article.
“I’m so proud of
my relationship with
NBCUniversal and all
those who worked on the
Maury show but as I
occasionally tell my guests
on Maury, ‘Enough, already,’”
Maury said in the Dateline
interview.
Since 1991, Maury has

challenged television
standards and reigned
supreme in daytime TV.
What separated Maury from
other risky TV shows including “The Jerry Springer
Show” and “People’s Court”
was its segments.
The most popular and
well-known part of the show
was the paternity test
segment. Where mothers
would come onto the show
and have men or multiple
men take a paternity test to
see who was the father. The
show also featured wild,
over-the-top segments,
including out-of-control
teens and people born with
facial and limb differences.
My personal favorite
segment was when Povich
brought animals on set.
These episodes were rare
and not as entertaining as
the other segments, but they
were a nice change of pace
from the drama-filled show.
The controversy of the
show is what glued TV
viewers’ eyes to their TV sets.
This has made it one of
the most recognized and
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